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Daily thoughts and concepts of Buddhist monks — The application and practice of

business model by Li Ren Enterprise

Heiu-Jou Shaw ; Wendy Song

English abstract
In consideration of the environmental pollution in Taiwan, food safety concerns, pesticides,
and overuse of chemical fertilizers, it has become an alarming concern for the people’s health,
soil acidification, environmental pollution and even potential danger for the future generations.
Buddhist monks have taught their disciples to plant organic crops with the conscience of “To
purify one’s health, and restore the earth”. This phrase established and became the basis of

TOAF (Tse-xin Organic Agriculture Foundation) and [Li Ren Enterprise, Li Ren Enterprise

practices Buddhism and Confucianism amongst its people to promote, and bring positive

changes to society and the environment.

This paper investigates the central ideas of Buddhism and Confucianism, and how to apply
the theories to solve current social issues, lead by the examples of Buddhist monks, TOAF,
and Li Ren Enterprise, and an analyzation of Li Ren Enterprise’s business model. The
philosophy of the Buddhist monks is both broad and deep. Therefore, this paper will explore
how to integrate the philosophy into business models and regulations to improve current
social issues. By using the TRIZ theory of inventing innovative ideas, a standardized business

model will be created, which can offer enterprises a general sense of direction.

The ideology and ways of the Buddhist monks stems from the two doctrines of Confucianism

and Buddhism, the synchronization of [“Theory” and “Practice”. Confucianism emphasizes

{

“Practice” and firmly follows this teaching. ‘“Practice” starts with the purification of
“Oneself”, and from “Oneself” it reflects to “The world”, therefore improving your inner
world directly corresponds to the outer world. Understanding the theory, and applying the
theory are the two vital practices. When these philosophical theories are transformed and
applied into business models and regulations, the goal of “altruism” needs to be the
fundamental principle. By changing the current mainstream marketing from capitalism to a
charitable non-mainstream socialism, it will become a more sustainable business model that
can equally balance three areas of development: finance performance, environmental practices,
and social practices. We anticipate enterprises to take practical actions to include all relevant
stakeholders to mutually pursue the goal of cooperating to develop a sustainable environment.

With Li Ren Enterprise as an example, we can all become protectors of the earth.
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