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A Life Education Curriculum that spawned
from a Community Development Program

—The Experience of TNNUA

Shu-cheng Teng
(English Abstract)

A program dedicated to "community-building" was established in the
Graduate Institute of Architecture, Tainan National University of the Arts
(TNNUA) in 2004 - the first of its kind in Taiwan. Its purpose is to cultivate
the staff to facilitate building communities in Taiwan. The teaching behind the
program is particularly focused on "learning by doing." There are two types of
sites for this program - one is a settlement in a rural area, and one is the campus
itself. This paper introduces the six years of experience we've had in both sites,
while discussing the change students had, from naive and egotistic to self-
conscious and gregarious. Towards the end, we allude the teachings in this
program to a kind of life education itself. In the paper, first we introduce the
structure of the pedagogy and the development of these courses. Then we
analyze the achievements from the data provided by the students. There are
three kinds of achievements: mental capabilities, interaction with others, and
teamwork. From the community-building this program strives for, we have
discovered a way to help students cultivate life-long qualities, and also the

necessity to reflect on the current pedagogy widely used in universities today.

Keywords: community building; life education; learn by doing



